In the beginning

The Ladies of Charity gathered in the chapel for Seton
Hospiral's Triduum in honor of St. Louise de Marillac. A
poignant sermon, delivered by Paulist Father J. Ellior Ross
of St. Austin’s emphasized the need to assist local aban-
doned babies, The year was 1921, and the Ladies decided to
meet the challenge. Mrs. Hamilton Reilly got Mrs. James
Maloy involved and, with the encouragement of Sister
Ursula Fenton, Seton Administrator, the group searched for
a locartion for the “baby home” as it was then called.

Marywood’s first special event

To raise money, the Ladies gave a garden party ar the mili-
tary encampment at Camp Mabry. And, because many sick
soldiers were being cared for ac Seton, Sister Rose recruited a
military band to play for the Ladies of Charity fundraiser and
1o entertain the young vererans. The event was well artended
and provided the $800 down payment for a house on 5alado
Streer. The balance due was 3,000,

The original meeting had been in June; the “baby home”
opened Seprember 8, 1921,

Choosing a name

We only know there was “much discussion” among the
Ladies of Charity about a real name for the baby home. Mrs.
Jud James, noted in records as “a convert”, insisted on some-
thing reminiscent of Holy Childhood, and she must have been
persuasive. Home of the Holy Infancy was born and continued
to serve Austin’s abandoned and neglected children. [

. Celebration in the 80
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Letter
from the

Bishop

Congratilations to
Marywood for 75 years
af service. As we begin
the Diocesan Year of
Service and look farward
to the Diocese af Austiis
50th Anniversary, we
Join with Marywood in
VECOERIZING OUr COMHLL-
ment to the theme of the Diocesan Year of Service,
“Communities of Salt and Light".

Nowey, more than ever; we all need to be a source of
effective social action. During this Year of Service it is my
greatest prayer that we can truly put our faith into action
and be the “Salt of the earth” and "ﬁ:gﬁr.q.;‘“:_be world "

Sinace 1921, Maryiwood ﬁﬂpurﬁw‘kﬁﬁum daction anel
has helped genevations of families find belp, geidance and
support and has, indeed, facilitated over “10,000
Miracles an 268k Street”,

The Most Reverend John E. MeCarthy, D.D.
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Mark Your Calendars!!

To the Mar:}rwamf ﬂtmif_}r:

Indeed it is a large and extended onell! One which we are very proud and as we celebrate
this 75th Anniversary, we welcome your “remembrances of things past”. Please call, write or
fax the details. We will be publishing a program for the weekend of festivities on September

Tth and 8th.

This year’ picnic, instead of being beld in June, will be on September 7th at Marywood; it will combine our
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traditional Picnic activities along with a birthday celebration. There will be food, games, surprises and special

commemorative 1-shiris.

We will alio have a special veception hosted by our 75th
Anniversary Committee at Bishop MeCarthys home on
September 8th. Mawrice Quigley and Kathy Vermillion are
co-chairs of this committee and members include: Monsignor
William Broussard, foe Kunec, Rod Coffin, and Julie Pastor,

As we said, mark your calendars! You will be hearing more as
the event nears and we commemorate 75 Years of Miracles”.

Jean Keas, Executive Director [

On the Road Again

a}f Kuree, MSW, LMSW-ACP joined the staff in March
1996, as the agency therapise for our contrace with the Texas
Diepartment of Protective and Regulatory Secvices (DPRS) to
provide counseling services in Lee, Bastrop and Fayerre Counries,

Ray moved here from Houston in late 1995, He has experience as
a psychotherapist with a wide range of client groups, including chil-
dren and families in private practice. He has also
worked in a community therapy center utilizing the expressive arts,
counseled young cancer patients, and worked with persons with
chronic mental illness in a psychosocial rehabilitation center,

The DPRS Counseling Contract began in Seprember, 1945 when
Marywood was awarded a contract to provide counseling and
psychotherapy services to children in foster care. Ray will also coun-
sel families experiencing emotional and psychological difficulties
necessitating DPRS invalvement, with a goal of in-home family
presecvation. He is presently seeing 35 cliens,

Goals for the program include the continued provision of coun-
seling and psychotherapy services for clients needing foster care,
maternity care, adoption services, or post-adoption counseling,

A long-range goal for Marywood is w provide a full-range family
counseling service center for this region as well as offering parenting
educarion classes, educational outreach and censultation to commu-

nity leaders, schools and churches. [
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“So, is seven enough?”!
Yes, they really arve all ours!!

¥ now you have seen plen-
ty of stories in newspapees, maga-
zines and on television abour
adoprive couples who have been
placed on lengthy waiting lists
and have been forced w wair five
ta seven years to adopt a child,
However, you mighe be encour-
aged to know thar i doesn’t
always happen that way,

Chur adoption story began in
1993, when we became the adop-
tive parents of a "ready-made”
family that we had in foster care
for two years; four girs and one
boy, ages 98,75, and 4. Having
alrcady had the children in our
home for so long, we thought we
knew some of what we were get-
ting into. And ver, each day seems
to present something unexpecred.

However, we realized that we
had missed ot on many of the
eatly childhood memories chat
many parcnts cherish, so we
decided to inguire at Marywood
to see if it would be possible to
add an infant to our quickly
growing family. I must admit, 1
doubted if ANY adoption agency
would take s seriously and feared
that we would be placed at the
botom of any potential adopiive
Familys' list, because of the size of
our current family. We were great-
ly encouraged by Marywood’s
willingness to worl with us and
five months later Ashley was
placed in our home.

About a year Bater, we were
atending a placement ceremony
for friends who adopted two
children from Marywood's Kid
Connection Program. While we
wete there, we mentioned we
“might possibly” be interested in
another child! Wichin six weeks
of filling out the necessary paper-
work Christopher Lulee was
placed in our home,

Both Ashley and Luke have
been joyous additions to our
tamily. The older children have
become quite artached o both
and we have been pleasantly
surprised that there have been
so few signs of sibling rivalry and
jealously.

Sa, is seven enough? Maybe, ar
least for now, We never thought
we would have such a big family
but so far each addition has just
seemed like the “thing to do”,
There was a time when we were
4 bit self conscious about whar
other people might think about
the number of childeen we have
and abour the racial mix.
However, our friends and family
have all been very suppartive,
which makes things much easier,
5o, iF you should one day see us
at the stare or somewhere, Tll
answer the question, before you
even ask; “ves, they really are
all ouesl?®

John [

“This is the
day the Lord
has made. Let us
rejoice and

be glad in it.”

Psalms

his verse rings rrue for
Troy and me every day since
Decembier 21, 1995, For that was
the day the Lord broughe us our
beautiful linde angel, Brynton
]"-'[attha{ Matthew meaning,
“a gift from God”).

In the midst of the husede and
bustle of holiday preparations,
our case worker, who was com-
pleting the last portion of our
home study mentioned chat an
“unusual situation” had eome up
in the past week. Marywood was
looking t place a baby boy with
a family that met the requirc-
ments of the birthmather. Troy
and [ were one of the families
that could possibly meer those
qualifications.

Excited, nervous, and unsure of
what lay ahead, we quickly com-
pleted the finishing rouches on
the necessary paperwark. The
next 24 hours broughe very liede
slecp and a tremendous amount
of prayer. Could this be the
answer to everything we had

T

i

hoped and prayed for during the
past five years? Does the birth-
mother see us as a loving and car-
ing family who can provide the
same for her child? Chur lives:
could be just a phone call away
from changing forever.

Ar 4:20 p.m. the following day
the phone rang and provided us
with the answers that had played
over and over again in our minds.
Through God’s grace we were to
become the proud parents of
Brynton. That precious phone
call has changed our lives and
answered our prayers. Hereafter,
every day with Brynton will be a
celebration of love. We praise the
Lord for giving the Marywood
staff the grace to see the love
we can provide a child. Miracles
really do happen on 26ch Streer.

Troy & Kimberly [

African American Adopt:on

. elo, my name is Jamie
Allen and [ am very excited abour
working with Marywood and
Lutheran Social Services in
recruiting families for the African
American Adoption Program
they co-spornsor.

As an adoprive parent through
Marywood in February 1993, [ feel
I bring a personal and enthusiastic
perspective to my position, 1 have
been in the Austin area for abour
19 years; first, as & student at the
University of Texas and subsequent-
ly as a reacher in the Austin
Independent School District.

Currently 1 stay busy wich my
threc-year old Elise and as president
of Marywood's Adaptive Families'
Suppart Group. I look forward to
working with Marpwood, LS5
and families in the Austin commu-
nity wanting to extend their family
through adoprion.

Iwill be recruiting families
through the following methods:
= Churches
= African American

Owned Businessss
* Fraternity and Sororicy

Alumni Groups
* Professional Organizations

for African Americans
* Warious Madia Resources
* PMacement of Informarional

Flyers in the Austin Area
If you have any questions or
suggestions for the program,
please conact e, Jamie Allen

ar 4729351, u m




::nre than 100 potential
“prog” participated in our
second annual Coach Alan
Lowry Pro Football Clinic
early Saturday, April 27. Boys —
and girls — each donned color-
ful "big" T-shires and made the
rounds of stations for Quarcer
Backing, Defensive and
Offensive Lines, Running and
Diefensive Bacles, Wide
Receiver/Tighe-End and
Kicking.

Lowry recruited an excellent

coaching staff that included

Doug English, Doug Brien,
who demongtrated his kicking
skills during the break, Bruce
Scholtz, Ken Dabbs, Kevin
Adams, Lawrence Sampleton,
Leon Fuller and Jerry
Seismore. The T-shires didn't
loak quite so big on them!
The cloudy, windy weather
did not deter the 100-plus
participants, as volunteers regis-
tered, cheered, worked the
stations and served food and
drink, Special thanks to Jamie
Allen, Scout Carr, Carolyn

Chamberlain, Beth Duke,
Marc English, our accom-
plished designer and photogra-
pher, Janet Fish, John Gentry,
Boyd Henry, Bill Largent and
Joy Gamble with a super team
of DARE officers from the
Austin Police Department.
Extra-special thanks to those
who both provided scholarship
support and worked the event:
Vern Ebert, whose wite Diane
could not ateend, Jalaane and
Daniel Garza, Catherine and
Devin Garza, Kathy and John




Wilezek, John Hudson and
in-kind sponsor KUT's Betsy
Pilkington,

Marybeth and Jeff
Hubenback also contribured,
Jett's law firm of Liddell,
Sapp, Zivley, Hill & LaBoon
contribured, and he also was on
hand to help. Other corporate
sponsors were Heroes &
Legacies, Norwest Banks and
Celis Brewery. Additional
scholarship sponsars were
Delwood NE Optimist
Bascball, Houston Young

Lawyers Association and
Foundation, Gary McNeil,
Seton Healthcare Networl,
Sprouse & Winn, Texas
Commerce Banl and the
Texas Catholic Conference,
W.H. Crain, John Drolla, Jr.,
Paul Goertz, De. Ruth
McCoy, Liz and Ted
Scardamalia and Ken
Wedemeyer also provided
scholarship funding,

More thanks are due Capital
Retro, Ginny’s, Holiday Inn
Town Lake and Randalls.

St. Edward'’s University
donated the zsite, UT Achletic
Department and Chip
Robertson, the equipment,
and Frosty Moore, M.D.,

provided his spores medicine

expertise,

The Clinic benefirs
Marywood's Kid Connection,
which matches “special needs”
children with waiting families.
Sponsorship also ensures each
Pro Clinic participant is on
scholarship. We know this posi-
tive experience makes a ditfer-
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ence in the participants’ lives,
To raise addicional funds,
and purely for fun, a barbecue
dinner at the Salr Lick the
evening before gave the coaches
and friends of Marywood an
opportunity to visit and “kick
off " the Clinic. And, of course,
donations for raffle tickers and
T-shirt purchases were encour-
aged. Since Harvey and Pam
Corn each won an autographed
Super Bowl foothall, we're
curious if they're using them

as marching bookends! [
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In the beginning

The Ladies of Charity gathered in
the chapel for 3eron Hospitals
Tridhuum in honor of St Louise de
Marillac. The Pﬂign:m: SCTINO,
delivered by Paulisc Father ]. Elliot
Ross of S Austins, emphasized the
need o assist local abandoned
babics. The year was 1921, and the
Ladizs decided ro meer the chal-
lenge, Mas, Hamilton Reilly got
Mus. James Maloy involved, and
with the encouragement of Siser
Ursula Fenron, Seton Administrator,
the group searched for a location for
the “baby home,” as it was then
called.

Marywood’s first
special event

T raise emoney, the Ladies gave a
garden party at the military encamp-
meng ar Camp Mabry, And, because
many sick soldicrs were being cared
for ar Sevon, Sisrer Rose also recruit-
ed o military band o play for cheir
first Funalrsiser, as well as the young
soldiers. Avendance was exceptional
and provided the S800 down pay-
ment for a house on Salado Streer.
The balance due was $3,000.

The original meeting had been in
June; the “baby home™ opened
September 8, and becavse the
Diaugheers of Charity were busy
with their work ar Seron, a matron
oversaw opetations of the facilicy,
The Ladies charitably swept, dusted,
washed and ironed, as well as loving-
Iy bathed, dressed and fed the
babics, Under the leadership of Mrs,
Joseph B Fischer, the many mem-
bers of the O-WE-SEW Clul made
garments for the balies.

There iz no record of numbers
sepved, bur by Janvary the Seren
Sisters installed nurses o help, The
best news char month, however,
came in the form of 2 large, official-
loalding envelope delivered by Sister
Bernard. In it was a $4,125 dona-
tion in memory of the Budkley fam-
ily’s mather, It marked the begin-
ning of many generous donations
from Seton patients and foster par-
ents and was the impetus for the

Ladics of
Charity ro
continue ctheir
MsS0n,

Choosing
a name
We know there
was “much discus.
sion” among the
Ladies of Charity
about a real name
for the baby home,
Mrs, Jud Jarmes,
noted in reconds as
“a convert,” insisted on something
reminiscent of Holy Childhood, and
she must have been persuasive,
Home of the Haly Infancy was harn
and continued to serve Austins
ahandoned and neglecred children.

And up in flames
A nurse and neighbor prevenred a
fire in the summer of 23 from caus-
img more than slight damage o the
Heome of the Holy Infancy. Aml
although none of the habies was
injured, the Ladies realized the need
for a safer, larger — and berter - facil-
ity Edwin Kreisle drew plans thar
were submitted to Bishop Byrie of
the Galveston Diocess, which, as of
that time included Austin. The
Bishop, unaware a full-time home
was in opetation, provided support
that later included securing a
$35,000 donation from Mr. and
Mes. [H. Phelan in Beaumont.
Ground was broken Cierober 4,
1931, and the building was ready
For cccupancy May, 1932, Ar the
dedication it was announced thae
the Phelans added $5,000 to the
original bequest. An cager new staff
included three Daugluers of Chariry
to assist in administering operations
ar the home, which was incorporat-
ed tha year in Seprember, The
twenty babies in residence surely felt
hlessed.

Expanding and
meeting needs
The homes ariginal purpose, w

provide foster care and placement

tar adoption, changed throughout
the years o inchude care for young
women experiencing an unplanned
pregnancy. There were tmes during
the *500% the home also took care of
maorthers who were alone and ill,
along wich their children. And from
1958 1o 1961, ir served as a nursery
for cate of children of working
mothers during the day and after
school.

The earliest record of the home
providing residential marernity care
for & young woman was in 1927, By
thie "30%, this emphasis led o a
greater demand for services, A new
one-story brick building with a base-
ment was added in 1956, Called 5c.
Anne, it accommeodared 14 girls,
Another nine could be housed in an
apartment, called St Elizabeth’s,
Within the decade, 1 second story
was added ro St Anne's and new
offices were added ro the east end of
the original building,

Again, a donor saved the day
Mrs, Herman Brown of Houston,
who had been approached in the
Fall of 1963, made a bequese in her
will to the Home of the Haly
Infancy, When she died the Follow-
ing January, her 350,000 legacy sat-
isfied expansion debus, Now there
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was a recovery oo, libeary,
kiechen, dining room and a confer-
ence room, in addition to living

quarters for residents and the Sisters.

Programs also expanded as
“licensed, high quality service.™ In
1960 there were four Sisters oversee-
ing; operations, By 1970 seven social
warkers joined the effort with pro-
fessional salarics ranging from $3.75
to $4.55 per hour. Trends during che
decade - legalized aborrion, a revised
state Family Legal Code, lower bitth
rates, inflation, lack of fending -
caused many agencies in the state to
close ot 1o forego intake for adoprive
applicants. Fore Worth lost the
Volunteers of America home and
agency as well as the Homestead
Marernity facilicy. The Salvarion
Army in San Antonio discontinued
services to unwed mothers,

Marywood adapts

T indicare changes in services
and te increase awareness, the name
of the home was changed o
Marywood in 1977, Sister Rebecea,
Diirecror ac the time, told the Austin
American-Statesman the “wood"
symbaolized "2 place of reflection,
quict, deep roots and Bfe.” Armed
with 2 new charter, articles of
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incorporation and by-laws,
Marywond continued 1o grow, Farly
1979 marked the initarion of major
repairs to the faciling A new 30-day
remporary admission plan boosted
numbers of maternicy clients,

Marywood celebrated s
Driamend Tubilee in 1981 with is
greatest number of adoptions in 20
years, Educational programs grew
significantly and a total renovation
was completed in 1986, Along with
support from Seron and Uniced
Wy, a $500,000 challenge grane
from the Mabee Foundation added
te the success of Manpwood'’s mis-
sion, By 1988 there was a new
chapel, an arts and crafts room,
exercise room staff lounge and
mainrenance shop - and capacity
for 37 residents,

We are family

Evaluations of Marywood through-
our its history acknowledge a “fami-
Iy armesphere,” After all, Marywood
has brought tgether more than
5,000 families and has assisted more

Flfty Years Ago by Gindee Segal

n many momings and many
afternoons, 1 have sat on the front
step of Marywiood, absorbing the
world around me. Across the strect,
university stucents with backpacks
slung over one shoolder or the ather
find their way in and out of the
weather-worn cofdos that seem to
change residents seasonally. At one
point, a crealey meral gare rose and
fell acrass the frone of this complex,
allewing expensive, parent-purchased
vehicles o hastily enter and depart
from the depths of the building
until, on ane oo many occasions, ic
remained half-way up or halfway
down and was finally removed.

On the other corner, a small,
modest-looking brick apartment
building sits, habitared by studenzs,
as well, although their presence is
not as pronounced. Buses round the
infersection ar ten-minute intervals,
avoiding parked cars on the narmow
streets and young rwenty-somethings
wha inadvertently congregare any-
where a good conversation is likely
(1%] CTHFIL

Mow [ look at a photo taken of
this corner fifty vears before the LIPS

than 10,0040 birth and adoprive fam-
ilies. Records alse include reference
o the flexibility of the institution:
“ o history shows that at ne tme
did staff shrink from innovations o
new methods, and were always alert
o demands made upon them .. "

The expansive range of programs
at Marywaod has not diminished its
sense of family, or its exibilicy.
Olver and above maternity, adoption,
foster care and post-adoption ser-
vices, Marywood continually strives
ta reach the communiny with educa-
tiomal programs, FLASH, for ages
nine to 15, and other school presen-
tations teach children how eo make
appropriate decisions abour their
sexuality. Adoprion Information
Meetings (AIM) are offered for
prospective adoptive families, There
also are in-service training sessions
and workshops available,

Through TARGET (Teens A
Risk: Gerting Essentials Togedher),
a F0-day residential program,
Marywood offers young pregnant
women pracrical informarion in

and Pederal Express rrucks routinely
drop off and pick up their goods and

Ralph the cop issues tigkets o

tnlucky drivers whose poorly
thought-our cleverness finds them
raking illegral sharteuts chrough the
7-11 parking lot.

There is 4 car.out front of
Marywood {then sll knewn as
Home of the Holy Infancy) with a
Black man in a cap which indicates
that he is the driver of the fine-look-
ing automabile parked ar the cud,
He has a suitcase in his right hand as
his left hand resis on the wp of the
partially-opened back door, A Siscer
in winged head dress has her hand
up in a salute o 2 growp of barefoot
children, most of whom are cheerful-
ly waving hack.

The condos across the street don't
exist yer, waiting for the tudor-style
mansion which proceeds them o
need major repair work and a devel-
oper’s crafty eye to nitiate its
untimely demise.

The smaller apartment building
across the street i still Fowler's Fine
Fuads, a grocery store with a meral
Coca Cola sign nailed 1w the frore of

making choices that will improve
their self-esteem and communica-
tions with their familics. A owo-year
fallowe-up ensures clients receive
relevant services, whether they
chocse o parent or place their

child for adoprion.

Future miracles

W expect Marywood will be a
flexible Faomily presence 75 years
from now. And it will be becanse
of support from peaple like you,
This brict history was gleaned from
on-hand information with benefit
of the Austin History Center. We
hope o hear from you w0 add o
these archives,

Several key names have been
mentioned, vet there are a host more
who deserve recognition, such as
Diominga Castillo, the maintenance
man who provided conscraction
shills, and George Zimmerman,
Marywoed’s firse attomey. His wife
was an early ereasurer of the Ladies
of Charity, and with Mmes. Reilly,
Fischer and Maloy, plus Mrs, OLL,

it. Chig would
imagine the
owners of this
eseablishment
living
Lpstairs,
neighbor-
hood chatter
passing in and
our of the front door and wafting
through the open windows on the
second foor in the evenings after
their business has

closed for the day.

Absene are the sleek and Fast
sports cars that now congest the area,
driven by well-te-de high schoal
graduates eager to enjoy the many
fruits of their parents’ labors during
their sometimes brict college years,
particularly if cheir intellectual
pursuits fail to match their social
passions.

O the back of the photo is hand-
written in blue ink, “Sister Vincent
departs for California,” bur as histo-
v will larer reveal, shie will return, or
if she doesirt, Sister Martina will
take her place and the young chil-
dren, now placed in temporary foster

Keock, Mrs. Bill James and Mrs.
L. A, Willkening, among athers,
rade the dream a realing The
Blakeslee and Buckley familics are
alten mentioned.

The Paulist, Holy Cross and
Jesuit Fathers were always helpful,
and Seron’s Daughters of Chariry
have been the foundarion
Marpwood was built on, After
Sisters Ursuls and Bernard, a
succession of suppert came from
Sisters Clara Kuhn, Marina Foley,
Jane Frances Bey and Siswer
Margaret Mary Bruns, Annalee
and Mary William.

They and aur many mare sup-
porters, past and present, know
Marpwood is net just about babies.
It’s about fnding a home for each
child; & place of comfor, supporr,
permanence and love. A family,

Sevwe Cavr gravionsly agveed (0 reafewr pait
historical decrmenes, peerenal aueedsies,
el arher Sifiemarion from onre archioe”
ine areler to pravidle this abbreviated version
af Marywood's bistary,

care, will return o their fmilies o
grow up and go on with their lives.

Oinge in a while, other children
who were temporarily placed o fos-
ter care or placed in permanent
adoptive homes, return to dimb the
frant sceps [ frequently occupy and
observe from, to fill in memories of
weeks and months spent in the care
of this agency. They will have vague
unexplainable feelings of joy and
curiosity associated with these mem-
aries. And, as they leave a second
time, they may hrictly catch a
glimpse of these children from long
ago, playing out frone, bidding Sister
Vincent goodbye, wondering what
their own furres hold. [§




Marywood’s Therapeutic Foster Care

by Don Higginbottom

Wl here are we going? As |
mult thart question over and over
again in my mind, [ always come
back to the clients thar the pro-
gram serves ane the foster parents
wha are the key players in that
program. In the nexr few para-
graphs, [ am going w attempt to
tell you alsout the childeen in the
program, the difficulties thar we
face i the furure and the wonder-
ful prople thar work with these
children every day.

First, the children are with us
because of injuries suffered at
hame through emotianal, physical,
and/lor sexual abuse. Their age
range is from infancy to 17 years
old. They are from every ethnic
and social background; abuse
knows no boundary, Often, inten-
sive counseling and medical care

are required. Their stay in foseer
care usually exceeds 6 months.
Although each child’s needs are
miany, we have met these chal-
lenges with a well-trained, moti-
vared and caring staff. In addition
tar the staff, we have therapeutic
foster parents, slong with respite
care providers and volunteers in
the following cities: Austin, Jarrell,
Bryan, College Station, Goldwaite,
and Corpus Christi. The foscer
home provides a loving environ-
ment and the families provide
encouragement and support to the
children to help heal the huet,
Hewever, much more is needed.
With the anticipated cut in federal
Jﬁnding 1o state agencies, addi-
tional volunteers and respire care
providers will be needed. Our
expansion inta the Corpus Christi,

Bryan and College Station aveas
has also substancially increased the
demand for these services.

Part of Marywood's expansion
in foster care was made possible
through generous grants from the
Kathryn O Connor Foundanon
and the John G.and Maric Stella
Kenedy Memaorial Foundation,

It is our plan o add ten moe fos-
ter homes this year. Contributions
of time, talent and treasures are
all needed to help with current
and furure needs, Donarions

of theater rickets, bowling excur-
sions and other family oriented
enrertainment venues are ahways
appreciated.

Let me end the article by pro-
viding a little personal information
abaut the dedicated folks char pro-
vide foster care. They range in age

from 29 w 62, Each one is dedi-
cated to making a difference in a
child's life, Foster parents do this
by spending long hours tking the
children w doctor’s appointments,
school meetings, therapy sessions,
and a multicude of other activities,

They spend weckend and
evening hours in various training
sessions. They deal with runaways,
atternpred suicides and devastating
nightrmares, They also share the
jov any Family faces when one of
their foster children graduares,
artends college, or successtully
meets any challenge.

1 would like o take this oppor-
tunity to thank the familics and
you for your support, encourage-
ment and for the commitment 1w
help provide a brighter future for

children in foster care, E

Annalee House Celebrates Cultural Diversity

l[]'| the blending of such a
diverse population, the staff and
residents have begun 1o celebrare
and create an armosphere of appre-
clation for cach person’s heritage.
The children and their mothers
have planned and prepared meals
and activities to berter understand
important traditions in each resi-

dent’s background.

The frst such celebration
involved atrending an African
musical called “African Delighe”,
and having a dinner emphasizing a
more southern tradition of cook-
ing, which included Fried chicken,
carn lread, yams, and colland
greens. Mexe came a childrens
Easter Egg hunt with colorful bas-
lees and candies. Most recently

they celebrated *Cinco de Mayo”
and had an Hispanic birthday
party, with the children atempting
to crack open a brightly colored
pifiata star.

" Aivactes Happen on 26th Sevece”
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